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if two literatores cach of substamtiad stze are linked by
argumeats that they respectively put forearnd - that is, are
“logically” related, or complementary - one would expect
o gaen uselul informagion by combining em, For
cxample, suppose that onc (domedical) liveratere
ostablshes that some coviroamental factor A inflvences
certaim iverval physsological conditions and a second
Ihersours cstabliahes that Dese same physiological
changes infeence e course of disease C. Presumably,
hen, anyome who reads both Neratires could conclude
that factor A might infloence disease C. Under sach

! conditions of complementarity coo would also expecs de
- Specialization, Fragmentation, rwo literatures 10 refer o cach other. 1f, however, the two
and a Connection Explosion literatares wese developed independentdly of one seother,
) the logical linkage illustrated may be both unineaded and
y some cbecure spontmeons process scieatists have wanoticed. To dotoct sech mutual isolation, we sxamine
responded to the growth of scisace by organizing their the catation patwern. If cwo Bteratires are “nonimseractive”
mmmmmmmgmww@w — that is, il they bave never (or seldom) been cited
focus on & smadl part of the weal literature. Specialties togother, and if acither cites the other, — then it is
that grow %00 Rarge tead 1o divide i subspecialtics that posssbie that acientises dave not previously coasidesad
have their own Eecratures which, by a process of repeated bodh lseratures ogether, and 0 i is possible (hat 80 00e is

l:ﬂﬁ;.mdunnmalmlndmd-naﬂm aware of e implicit A-C connection. The two
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has been 1o produce a working practical system that yields
immediate results in forthering the aims of biomedical
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problems that contribute 10 understanding literature-based
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¥structures and analvbcs in educabon as

2y parmit the movement of data from ske< of l2armn f digdal analsis and back. Recently, mierast

n educational data analytics have begun to = with preciices and technologees from the human sciences
New farms of analyxs are being made possibie

niormatcs. These advances make the human body and ife dself

especiany he psy-scences

througn DIoMencs, naur

machine regdable = ] WD qic 3l processes. and are ma <ng the Bogy of the 1BSrmes
‘I]f{_"h.’jh'f‘ I NSW\ e psychodaia’. ‘brasm data’ 2nd ‘biodata’. In this presertation. | explore how
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Viral modernity? Elements of viral-digital philoso )y

t&ﬂ%@ the ancient and

C application to understanding

Viral modernity is a concept that s based upon the r

critical role they play in evolution and culture, and
the role of information and forms of bioinfori the social world. The concept draws
g Clase association between viral big
other - it is an illustration an example of bioinformationalism (Peters, 2012) that
prings together twe ' Upowerful forces that now drive cultural evolution, The

concept of viral mode

I|‘Turrg@;

Philosophy and the humanities more general are marked by two emergent and profound

ityapplies to viral technologies, codes and ecosystems in

t Hemeng, education and emerging knowiedge (journal} systams,

e informatics indicate the conceptual closeness between the two.

developments that have already begun to determine their future shape and major

theoretical preoccupations: the ecological turn and the digital turn. At the most basic level






B rosiogte Soede B8 auferlapes 4 Petar landind - Goo fr OGFE OGE-Fongre_  @m Welcomi [l troenvew dath dere. B Ltsany Geness . B Publcason Oppoi.

B AUl Aricle E= Rguires & daLs B Aelerenies B Ors e & R & Permitasibng

LIS

iy’
[

piy

Pl | 5T

LT

bialogical systems, Doth oould conmribute thedr Fund

oreganizanion, simitar in effect to previous evolutio

15 raferred to a8 thee tachnological singuiarary | 'Fg

ol propagates itself™. The histary af the basic error that ¥eeps geming propagated
antains 15 the dea of 'self that we have been acculturated to e the West and that has become

i BLO-MNenLal system as the basks agseratlng premss af our thought and e perisrice.
anthropologicaly speaking, nineteenth century evolutionists encourage an erroneous way of viewing our
relatians with the easdronment destraving the eariar farms of animdarm that Wwas bhased on an smpathnyy Wi
the natural emaronment and separatng “the notion of mand from the natural workd™ (Bateson, 197 2 493)
Tk *rrund Separace from the bady, separate from the Sockety, and sepasatée from nanre” 5 e
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arganization, similar in effect to previous evolutionary transitions [43], Such a transhuman yisian

i referred to as the technclogical singulanty [79]. (Giings er al., 2016 188)

ystem that basic error propagates itself. The ‘
Bateson maintains is the idea ef'sel@ have'\been acculturated to in the West and that has become
part of gur eco-mental aj,"ste@h ¢ operating premise of our thought and experience
Anthropologically speaki REtaenth century evelutionists encourage an erroneous way of viewing au
refations with rOhF.' %ﬂ t destraying the earlier forms of animism that was based on an empathy with
the natur Iraniment and separating "the notion of mind from the natural world” (Bateson, 1972: 483).
Th reﬁe from the bedy, separate from the society, and separate from nature” is the
@1 talberrar that Bareson attacks and tries to rectify in Sreps Toward an Ecalogy of Mind (1972).

Bioinformationalism: Information theory and genomics (Petar Jandric)



contrast, goes further in this, according to Ross. In the terms that he adopts
from Gilbere Simondon, Stiegler diagnoses the current “ecology of spirit" as
“disindividuarting” the person: the person (as consumer) is “dey v

regarded and treated merely as consumer; whereas |dc.'all) Strve,
with our technologics, toward "psychic and collectiv . In
contrast to Bateson, Ross argues, because Su for dns. his
politics are more powerful, nonv:thsmn nitia aﬂimtm berween
their two accounts of mmd/spmt
Like Bateson, S%: xds the genesis, flourishing or
ﬂoundcring nk ual-and collective mental processes in
terms of @ logy. Whereas Bateson speaks of an ecol-

of % deas, however, for Stcgler what maters more than
bad ‘ideas is the quality of the ccology itself—bad ideas, or
ideas, are the renedr of a bad ecology, that is, of a system

Stiegler, can consist only in the struggle against #4i tendency

and its multiple consequences.™

@ that leads not to psychic and collective individuation bur o
\\@ their opposite, to disindividuation. Politics, today, according to

As we've seen, this is not an isolated instance of the critique of Bateson's
lacking political perspective. | will return again to Bateson’s politics shortly
and arguc dlat notwuhstandmg shortcommgs, his approad\ in my view can

- 4T t - =12 H. . WA P T [ Laoend Jawstce-



Postscript (Michael Peters, Petar |andri¢, and Peter McLaren)

Utlising aspects of a viral-digral phitlosophy we have outlined a concept of biolnformationalism that t
on earlier work in postdigital studies to engage with the history of epidemics and the institutional T
to Cowid-19 or Coronavirus. At the beginning of March 2020, the world has passed t

ugh-the e Ages
( -\ %ﬁ%n ani

us to nhsane paraliels betwesn viral forms in bickogy and information and to differentiate bebween good

and bad ideas, as in open scence, that develops avintucus exchange and sharing of ideas, and fake news

that propagates error and falsehood through conspiracy theones based on penerating fear as a means of

control and domination

We have written this articke in o ays of the Covid-19 ouwtbreak, While we developed aur wiral-digital
philoscphy, anatysed succass its of apen science, and waited for cur open reviews, on March 11 the

O :
World Health © Isacian teclared Covid-19 a pandemic, pointing 1o the aver 118,000 cases of the
%ﬂa r 110 countries and terrivories around the world and the sustalned risk of further

cofona

El @% amme, 20201 Writing from Mew Zealand, Croatia, anc the U5, we have suffered
differenttevels of expasure (at the mament of writing, one of us has just started a two-week selfisolation)
and witness different governmental responses. Another one of us who teaches in the US has seen visiting

srhimlars hia has hirmoiohE ba hic niniuvarsisr frormn CRoa e orioe tnthie coithiraale AF the wirnis seal aarhs






